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Plunging our Roots  

into Christ 
“That you, rooted and grounded in love, may know the love of Christ that    

 surpasses understanding.”  

During the Year of Faith, we will be moving successively through the 12 Articles of the Catholic Faith as found in the Nicene Creed.  
 

 

Article 5:  ...and rose again on the third day in 
accordance with the Scriptures.” 

 

As we move in our journey to the Resurrection of Christ, we 
would be remiss if we did not reflect upon the both parts of this 
Article of Faith, which are more clearly seen when we profess 
the Apostles’ Creed and say “he descended into hell and on the 
third day rose again from the dead.”  As we approach the Paschal 
Triduum, it is important for us not to pass over this most 
mysterious event in the life of Jesus Christ: his descent into hell.  
Our Catholic Tradition has always treasured this moment in the 
life of Christ, but admittedly in recent years, it is a truth that 
seems to have fallen from our Catholic memories.  We believe 
that on Holy Saturday, while the Lord’s body was in the tomb, 
he descended into hell to liberate all of the faithful who were 
imprisoned there since the beginning of time.  Tradition holds 

that this included Adam and Eve, and the faithful followers of the Old Covenant such as Abraham, Moses 
and Elijah.  We also refer to this moment as the “harrowing of hell”.  This title captures the sense that 
Christ’s entry into hell defeats the power of Satan and breaks his hold on God’s faithful children.  In this 
mystery, we see hell bereft of many of its prisoners and devils hiding in a corner or grimacing in anger and 
fear.  What does this wonderful mystery mean for us today?  Each Holy Saturday the grace of Christ’s 
descent into hell is made available to us.  This means that the grace of his fearless entry into Satan’s 
“territory”, his triumph over the devil’s pride and his breaking of Satan’s power is still available to us!  Let 
us, then, approach this holy day, bringing to Christ all of our own personal and societal “hells” with a new 
hope that it is also possible for Christ to descend into them and break the strongholds of the devil and 
sin.   Perhaps there is a situation in our lives or in the world where sin and death seem to constantly 
prevail, or areas where the power of the devil seems well-established.   These are the things that we must 
hand over to the Lord on Holy Saturday.  We must allow him to descend into them and ask him to 
“harrow” the hold of sin and death that still prevails in our lives and in the world.  If we do this, we know 
with confidence that we will reach the day of resurrection with Christ.   
 

If we want to authentically live the new evangelization, we must take seriously the call to enter this 
mystery of Christ’s dying, descent and resurrection.  If we do this, we can expect radical transformation 
in our lives.  In the words of Pope Benedict XVI,  “Through faith, this new life shapes the whole of human 
existence according to the radical new reality of the resurrection. To the extent that he freely cooperates, 
man’s thoughts and affections, mentality and conduct are slowly purified and transformed, on a journey 
that is never completely finished in this life.”  This is the kind of real life transformation we can expect if 
we are willing to die and rise with him.     



 

Thank You, 

Pope 

Benedict!   

We love you! 

Let us pray intensely for the College of Cardinals, 

for the light and fire of the Holy Spirit to guide 

them in electing the new Successor of St. Peter.   
 

Archdiocesan Observance of the Papal Transition: 
 
http://archphila.org/evangelization/worship/pdf/ArchdiocesanObservanceofthePapalTransition.pdf 

 

Novenas and Prayers to the Holy Spirit: 
 

http://www.ewtn.com/Devotionals/pentecost/seven.htm 

http://www.ewtn.com/Devotionals/novena/Holy_spirit.htm 

Allow the Word of God to set you and your parish on fire! 

 

June 21-22, 2013 
 

“Scripture & the New Evangelization” 
 

CatholicBibleConference.com 
 

Our Lady of Czestochowa Shrine • Doylestown, PA 



Visit our website:  http://archphila.org/evangelization/formlaity/parish_evangelization/parish_evangelization.htm 

Catholic Formation Events 

For Men 

 

    
Did you know…  Did you know…  Did you know…  Did you know…      
 ...that the Church has a ministry called Courage for men and women who experience 

 same-sex attractions?   
 

 ...that the Church has a ministry called Encourage for the family members of those who 
 experience same-sex attractions?   
 

There is no more important time for people to know that they are not alone in their struggles.  

Courage and Encourage groups offer a place where men and women and families can 
experience the friendship of Christ and of one another as they journey to live Christ’s universal 
call to holiness, chastity and newness of life.  For more information:   
 

http://archphila.org/evangelization/famlife/fam_apostolates/courage_site/courage_site.htm 
 

To order Courage brochures, please email or call the Office for Life, Family and Laity:  
mcokeley@adphila.org • 215-587-0500 

The King’s Men Leader Training Workshop 
Saturday, March 16, 9am-4pm 
St. Gertrude Parish Hall 
West Conshohocken, PA 
 
To register or for more info:  www.TheKingsMen.org/registrationPHL • 719-231-0922 
Making Catholic men’s formation easy, practical and authentically masculine.   

Learn how to organize and facilitate an effective 
and dynamic formation and accountability group 
in your parish.   

Men’s Spirituality Conference 
Saturday, March 2, 2013 

9am-5:15pm 

Archbishop Ryan High School, Philadelphia 

www.manupphilly.com 



Around the Archdiocese… 
To share information about evangelization events being hosted in your parish, please contact: 

Meghan Cokeley, Assistant Director, Office for Life, Family and Laity 

215-587-5630 • mcokeley@adphila.org 
    

Office for Life, Family & Laity Calendar of Events:  Office for Life, Family & Laity Calendar of Events:  Office for Life, Family & Laity Calendar of Events:  Office for Life, Family & Laity Calendar of Events:  http://archphila.org/evangelization/formlaity/calendar.htm 

 

Date    Title      Where 
 
March 2, 8:15am    Man-Up Philly     Archbishop Ryan High School 
    A Men’s Spirituality Conference   Philadelphia 
 
 Theme:   “As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” –Jn20:21 
    
 Speakers:  Archbishop Chaput, Christopher West, Jim Towey, Richard Lane, Don Saleski 
 
 More info & registration: www.ManUpPhilly.com 
 
  March 6, 6-8pm    Turn Compassion into Action!   St. Thomas of Villanova Parish 
    Sharing the Global Mission of the Church  Rosemont 
 
 Topic:   First-hand account of Catholic Relief Services’ work in Africa.  Discover easy, practical  
    resources that will enliven your parish community.   
    
 Speaker:  Jacques Kabore, CRS Burkina Faso 
 
 More info & registration: Anne Ayella, aayella@ndsarch.org 
 
March 7, 14, 21, 7-9pm   Time of Grace Evangelization Series  St. Maximilian Kolbe, West Chester  
 
 Topic:   A Year of Faith formation series:  Session 1—the major themes of the Year of Faith, Session 
    2—The documents of Vatican II, Session 3—the documents of the Synod on the new  
    evangelization 
    
 Speaker:  Meghan Cokeley, Assistant Director, Office for Life, Family and Laity 
 
 More info & registration: 215-587-0500 • mcullinan@adphila.org 

 
March 10, 7:30-9pm   ADORE       St. Titus Church—E. Norriton 
           
 What:    An evening of Eucharistic Adoration including Scripture readings, reflections, music,  
    confession, silence and Benediction. "Open, adore, and let Jesus in." 
 
 More information:  Claire Boyle at Matthew1914truth@verizon.net or 610-306-3438 
 
March 16, 9am-4pm  The King’s Men Leaders’ Training   St. Gertrude Parish Hall 
          West Conshohocken 
 
 Topic:   How to organize and facilitate an effective and dynamic men’s formation group in your parish.  
    A program that fosters men’s faith in a way that is easy, practical and authentically masculine. 
 
 Speakers:  Mark Houck, Co-Founder & Dave DiNuzzo, Dir. of Programs, The King’s Men 
 
 More info & registration: www.TheKingsMen.org/registrationPHL or 719-231-0922 
 
March 19, 7pm   Extraordinary Form of the Latin Mass  St. Madeline Parish 
          110 Park St. - Ridley Park 
  
 What:    Celebrate the Traditional Latin Mass -Extraordinary Form on the Feast of St. Joseph 
  
 Celebrant:  Reverend Gerald P. Carey  
 
 More info:  St. Madeline Parish:  610-532-6880 



Around the Archdiocese… 
To share information about evangelization events being hosted in your parish, please contact: 

Meghan Cokeley, Assistant Director, Office for Life, Family and Laity 

215-587-5630 • mcokeley@adphila.org 
    

Office for Life, Family & Laity Calendar of Events:  Office for Life, Family & Laity Calendar of Events:  Office for Life, Family & Laity Calendar of Events:  Office for Life, Family & Laity Calendar of Events:  http://archphila.org/evangelization/formlaity/calendar.htm 

 

Date    Title      Where 
 
March 23, 10:30am  Mass for Persons with Disabilities   Cathedral Basilica of SS Peter & Paul 
            
 What:    Honoring the gifts of persons with disabilities, the deaf community, family, friends &  
    caregivers  
 
 Celebrant:  Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap. 
  
 Please RSVP:  http://archphila.org • 215-587-3530 • srschipa@adphila.org 

 

March 26, 10am  Marriage March     Supreme Court 
          Washington, D.C. 
 
 Topic:   Come to our nation’s capital to give witness to the dignity of marriage as a lifelong union  
    between one man and one woman.  Buses funded by the Office for Life, Family and Laity will 
    leave from each of the five counties.  More info coming soon at the link below.  
    
 Speakers:  TBD 
 
 More info:  http://archphila.org/marriagemarch/marriagemarch.php 
 
Begins April 3, 7:15-9:15pm Consoling the Heart of Jesus Retreat  St. Anastasia Parish Cafeteria 
(9 weeks follow to June 12)       3309 West Chester Pike 
          Newtown Square 
            
 Topic:    Come & experience a different kind of retreat by learning how to: develop a personal  
    relationship with Jesus, overcome obstacles to become the best version of yourself and help 
    satisfy Jesus' thirst for souls. 
 
 Speaker:  Father Michael Gaitley, MIC via DVD series 
  
 More info & registration: Cara Stolarczyk, caraanne@comcast.net  
   
April 12, 6:30pm   Mass for Hope and Healing   Cathedral Basilica of SS Peter & Paul 
          Philadelphia 
            
 Topic:    Mass for hope and healing for those who have lost children through abortion, miscarriage,  
    stillbirth, illness or violence. 
 
 Celebrant:  Bishop John J. McIntyre;  Homilist:  Father Bruce Lewandowski 
  
 More info:  Office for Life, Family and Laity 215-587-0500 
 
April 26 or 27, 8:30am-12:30pm Workshop:  Adult Faith Formation in the   4/26, Corpus Christi, Lansdale 
    Year of Faith:  A Plan for Parishes   4/27, St. Charles Sem, Wynnewood 
            
 Topic:    Living the Year of Faith through Adult Faith Formation; Starting, renewing and growing your 
    Adult Faith Formation Program; Sample Ascension Press’ adult faith formation   
    programs 
  
 Speaker:  Matthew Pinto, President, Ascension Press  
  
 Register Online:  archphila.org/evangelization •  Office for Life, Family and Laity 215-587-0500  


